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We are

Tanzanian women architects and scientists

committed to enhancing social justice by mobilizing
women to spearhead building adequate shelter in
marginalized communities.

Our mission is to use innovative techniques to
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improve living conditions and build capacity for income
generation among marginalized groups in Tanzania.

Secretariat

We serve marginalized groups in
Tanzania, including women, people living in
poverty, people with special needs, people
with albinism, indigenous populations,
refugees, and minorities.

Our Partnership Structure
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

TECHNICAL
CONSULTANTS

LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS

MARGINALIZED
COMMUNITIES

TAWAH

PAST
PROJECT
PARTNERS

LEARNING
INSTITUTIONS
LOCAL DONORS

VOLUNTEERS

INTERNATIONAL
FUNDERS

Community Work

Disaster Relief

Training

Projects
Housing

Housing
Improvements
Improving Traditional Maasai Dwellings in
Ololosokwan Village, Loliondo – Ngorongoro
District, Arusha
The goal of this project was to find ways to improve the
durability of Maasai houses and create a healthy interior while
maintaining traditional construction techniques using mud and
cow-dung.

Existing Maasai house

Two versions of the improved model house were built.
Improvements in the cooking stove led to smoke-free
interiors, less firewood required for cooking and the
conservation of heat for warming the interiors at night.

Special Thanks
project possible.

The UNESCO Tanzania Office for making this

Improved Maasai House

Training
Twenty-seven Maasai women participated
in a 20-day hands-on training on site and a
1-day seminar conducted in the
Ololosokwan Village by TAWAH. The
training sessions focused on increasing the
durability and lifespan of the traditional
houses and improving health and living
conditions for families living in the houses.
Although Maasai women play the primary
role in the construction and managing of
their households, men were encouraged to
join the women in
learning how to
construct the
improved houses;
a total of eight
men joined in the
process.

Special Thanks UNESCO Tanzania

Disaster Relief
Building Affordable Houses for Flood Victims
Relocated to Mabwepande, Dar es Salaam
The 2011/2012 floods in Dar es Salaam left 10,000 people
homeless. The government relocated them to Mabwepande on
the outskirts of the city. Temporary shelters (tents) were put up
for the victims, who came from primarily low income groups.
TAWAH recognized an opportunity to make a positive
contribution and proposed to the Dar es Salaam Regional
Commissioner to design and build less costly but higher quality
model houses than the municipal government had originally
planned for the flood victims.
TAWAH built six model houses. Self-help construction techniques
and mobilization of local human resources was a key part of the
project. His Excellency Dr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, the President
of the United Republic of Tanzania, inaugurated the houses on 20
March 2013.

Special Thanks Dar es Salaam Regional Commissioner, TSN Group

Project
Pre - planning
With Tanga Regional Commissioner, Hon. Martin Shigela

With Pongwe primary school teachers, Tanga

With judge in charge of High Court of Tanzania, Tanga Zone,
Hon. Imani Aboud

“Building Bridges” Initiative 2017
Pongwe Primary School
TAWAH has identified a critical need for improved
infrastructure and training at Pongwe Primary School
in Tanga. Pongwe Primary School is a government
school serving children with albinism, sight
impairments and non-special needs students. Pongwe
School faces a number of challenges, the foremost of
which is an insufficient number of classrooms.
TAWAH proposes to work with the community to
build new classrooms and renovate the Pongwe
campus. TAWAH will partner with local experts in
Tanga to conduct trainings for targeted groups
composed of Pongwe school staff, students, and
community participants on topics such as pedagogy
for teaching students with special needs and
understanding albinism. Through mobilizing the
community to improve the physical infrastructure of
the school and participate in trainings, TAWAH
expects to improve the overall learning environment
for the students and strengthen community
relationships.

Fundraising for this project is underway.
Implementation is estimated to start in
September 2017
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